
1. Make sure your outfits don’t distract from your faces. You want your 
faces to be the focal point of the image. Choose tops that are solid and 
relatively free of embellishments. Prints and patterns are ok, but make sure 
they are subtle or small. For example, a patterned skirt looks great with a 
solid top, or a small gingham shirt looks great with a solid color pant.
 
2.  Do not wear the exact same outfits! There is no need to be too ‘matchy 
matchy’.  But do coordinate your colors to compliment each other.   See 
examples (on the right) of colors that go together.  If you do choose to wear 
the exact same outfits, for example blue jeans or khaki pants and a white or 
black t-shirt, the colors should be the same but the articles of clothing do 
not need to be identical in style (unless you want them to be). 
 
3.  Reflect your personal style. You do not have to go out and purchase a 
new outfit for everyone before your portrait session. Match your outfits with 
the style and personality of your family. These are your portraits, and if you 
are wearing an outfit that you’d never wear otherwise or do not feel 
comfortable in, it will reflect in the final product.

4.  Hair and makeup. This goes without saying that personal grooming is 
very important for your portraits. During the session the photographer will 
do their best to stay on top of things, but you know your family the best, and 
if something looks out of place, please don’t be shy to speak up. Girls, 
make sure your nails (fingers and toes) are freshly painted, and waxing/
plucking is done.  Boys, trim your nasal hair if needed.  The camera picks 
up EVERYTHING, even the smallest specks will be captured.
4.
5. One last important tip in choosing your outfit, something that most people 
don’t think about...  portraits are a piece of art.  Think of where you plan on 
displaying your photos and wear colors that will coordinate with the decor of 
the room.  Your art should enhance your room not clash with it.
  

I know all these tips may seem overwhelming, but they are created to help 
you in deciding what to wear for your portraits. If you have a session 
scheduled and have any questions, please feel free to contact me with any 
questions. Family pictures should be a fun and memorable event, and I 
want to make it as relaxing as possible.
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